VEDHIK

IAS ACADEMY
The N ing |

ow Learming Mo nira

i
L, -

M,y i
1:..-_ i

-
O o g
i e
oy

au 8

- Bl
] e
i a

VEDHIK
DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS

14-FEB-2023



FOREWORD
We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - “Vedhik - Daily News
Analysis (DNA)_The Hindu” compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services Ex-
amination preparation. We believe this initiative - “Vedhik - Daily News Analy-
sis (DNA)_The Hindu “ would help students, especially beginners save time and
streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content page and
an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the content to the sylla-
bus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of UPSC Civil
Services Examinations. | would like to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Babu
Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending all support to this endeavour.
Finally I also extend my thanks to thank Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Ha-
meed for their assistance in the preparing the compilations.
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may be
made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, comments and
suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. Every care has been
taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes across any such error, the
authors shall feel obliged if they are informed at their Email ID.
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Geo-sciences community calls for broad
panel of experts to power heritage Bill

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

A draft Bill, aimed at pro-
tecting India’s geological
heritage that includes fos-
sils, sedimentary rocks,
natural structures, has
raised alarm in India’s geo-
sciences and palaeontolo-
£¥ COmImunity.

The Draft Geo-heritage
Sites and Geo-relics (Pre-
servation and Mainte-
nance) Bill, 2022, while
deemed necessary by sev-
eral researchers, vests
powers entirely in the Geo-
logical Survey of India
(GSI), a 170-year-old organ-
isation that comes under
the Ministry of Mines.

Provisions of the Bill

Conservation effort

The Draft Geo-heritage Sites and Geo-relics (Preservation and
Maintenance) Bill, 2022 aims to be a law for the protection,
preservation and maintenance of geo-heritage sites

Definition:
Sites containing
geo-relics and
phenomena,
stratigraphic
type sections,

= The Bill prohibits

construction, repair
- or renovation of any
building in the area

= As a signatory to the
UNESCO Convention
on Protection of the
World Cultural and
Natural Heritage, India

geological

structures and | = Geological Survey of
geomorphic India has declared 32
landforms of geo-heritage sites/na-
national and tional geological mon-
international uments for protection
interest and maintenance

is required to have
a law on the same,
including geo-heritage

give it the power to declare
sites as having ‘geo-herit-
age’ value, take possession
of relics (fossils, rocks) that
rest in private hands, pro-

hibit construction 100
metres around such a site,
penalise — with fines up to
5 lakh and possibly impri-
sonment — vandalism, de-

facement, and violations of
directives of a site by the
Director General of GSI.

“We welcome a Geo-
heritage Bill, however,
rather than have all author-
ity in the Director General,
GSI, there needs to be a
broader committee of ex-
perts from a wider range of
institutions. This would
mean that the interests and
difficulties faced by re-
searchers, who actually
work in the field, are kept
in mind,” GV.R. Prasad,
palaeontologist and head
of Delhi University’s geolo-
gy department, told The
Hindu.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10




Geo-science calls for
broad panel of experts

In 2019, the Indian National Science Academy and
a group called the Society of Earth Sciences had
submitted a proposal to the government to esta-
blish a broad-based National Geoheritage Author-
ity that would advise State governments on con-
servation, setting up geo-heritage parks, deciding
on the geological importance of sites and adminis-
ter the possession of fossils or other relics in these
regions.

A highly placed official in government told The

Hindu, on condition of anonymity, that the cur-
rent version of the Bill was unlikely to be placed
before the Union Cabinet, a pre-requisite for it to
be brought to Parliament.

Other than protecting places of geological in-
terest, the need for a law that specifically protects
sites of geo-heritage value follows from India be-
ing a signatory to the UNESCO Convention con-
cerning the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage, since 1972.




Hill or city, urban planning cannot be an afterthought

n December 24, 2009, a tunnel boring
0 machine in Joshimath, Uttarakhand, hit

an aquifer about three kilometres from
Selang village. This resulted in the loss of nearly
800 litres of water per second (enough to sustain
the needs of nearly 30 lakh people per day). Soon
after, groundwater sources began drying up even
as the water flow reduced but never stopped.
Meanwhile, Joshimath has no system to manage
wastewater. Instead, the large-scale use of the
soak-pit mechanism could exacerbate land
sinking. Ongoing infrastructure projects (the
Tapovan Vishnugad dam and the Helang-Marwari
bypass road) may also worsen the situation.

The problem in hilly urban India

Land subsidence incidents in hilly urban India
are becoming increasingly common —an
estimated 12.6% of India’s land area is prone to
landslides, especially in Sikkim, West Bengal and
Uttarakhand. Urban policy is making this worse,
according to the National Institute of Disaster
Management (and highlighted in the National
Landslide Risk Management Strategy, September
2019). Construction in such a landscape is often
driven by building bye-laws that ignore local
geological and environmental factors.
Consequently, land use planning in India's
Himalayan towns and the Western Ghats is often
ill-conceived, adding to slope instability. Asa
result, landslide vulnerability has risen, made
worse by tunnelling construction that is
weakening rock formations.

Acquiring credible data is the first step toward
enhancing urban resilience with regard to land
subsidence. The overall landslide risk needs to be
mapped at the granular level. The Geological
Survey of India has conducted a national
mapping exercise (1:50,000 scale, with each
centimetre denoting approximately 0.5 km).
Urban policymakers need to take this further,
with additional detail and localisation (1:1,000
scale), Areas with high landslide risk should not
be allowed to expand large infrastructure; there
must be a push to reduce human interventions

Feroze Varun
Gandhi

is a three-time
Member of
Parliament from the
Pilibhit Lok Sabha
constituency in Uttar
Pradesh, and the
author of the new
book, ‘The Indian
Metropolis:
Deconstructing India's
Urban Spaces”

From Joshimath
to Panjim,
India’s flawed
urban journey is
a case of not
having a multi-
generational
process in place

and adhere to carrying capacity. Aizawl,
Mizoram, is in ‘Seismic Zone V', and built on very
steep slopes. An earthquake with a magnitude
greater than 7 on the Richter scale would easily
trigger over 1,000 landslides and cause
large-scale damage to buildings. But the city has
developed a landslide action plan (with a push to
reach 1:500 scale), with updated regulations to
guide construction activities in hazardous zones.
The city’s landslide policy committee is
cross-disciplinary in nature, seeking inputs from
civic society and university students, with a push
to continually update risk zones.

Further, any site development in hazardous
zones needs assessment by a geologist (with
respect to soil suitability and slope stability) and
an evaluation of its potential impact on buildings
that are nearby. It may need corrective measures
(retention walls), with steps to prohibit
construction in hazardous areas. In Gangtok,
Sikkim, the Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham has
helped set up a real-time landslide monitoring
and early warning system, with sensors assessing
the impact of rainfall infiltration, water
movement and slope instability.

Rising flood risk

Flood risk is the second issue. In August 2019,
Palava City (Phase [ and II) in Dombivli,
Maharashtra experienced heavy flooding, leaving
residents stranded. Seasonal rain is now
increasing in intensity, and the reason for the
flooding soon became evident — the township,
spread over 4,500 acres, was built on the flood
plains of the Mothali river. When planned
townships are approved, with a distinct lack of
concern for natural hazards, such incidents are
bound to occur. There are more examples. Floods
in Panjim, Goa, in July 2021, led to local rivers
swelling and homes being flooded, leaving urban
settlements along the Mandovi affected. Again,
urban planning was the issue; the city, built on
marshlands, was once home to mangroves and
fertile fields, which helped bolster its flood
resilience. In Delhi, an estimated 9,350

households live in the Yamuna floodplains, while
the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change report of March 2022 has highlighted the
risk Kolkata faces due to a rise in sea levels, The
combination of poor urban planning and climate
change will mean that many of India’s cities could
face devastating flooding.

Flood-proofing India’s cities will require
multiple measures: urban planners will have to
step back from filling up water bodies, canals and
drains and focus, instead, on enhancing sewerage
and stormwater drain networks. Existing
sewerage networks need to be reworked and
expanded to enable wastewater drainage in
low-lying urban geographies. Rivers that overflow
need to be desilted regularly along with a push
for coastal walls in areas at risk from sea rise.
Greater spending on flood-resilient architecture
(river embankments, flood shelters in coastal
areas and flood warning systems) is necessary.
Protecting “blue infra” areas, i.e., places that act
as natural sponges for absorbing surface runoff,
allowing groundwater to be recharged, is a must.
As rainfall patterns and intensity change, urban
authorities will need to invest in simulation
capacity to determine flooding hotspots and
flood risk maps.

Looking ahead

Urban India does not have to embrace such risks.
Instead, cities need to incorporate environmental
planning and enhance natural open spaces,
Urban master plans need to consider the impact
of climate change and extreme weather;
Bengaluru needs to think of 125 mm per hour
peak rainfall in the future, as against the current
75 mm. Urban authorities in India should assess
and update disaster risk and preparedness
planning. Early warning systems will also be
critical. Finally, each city needs to have a disaster
management framework in place, with large
arterial roads that allow people and goods to
move freely, India’s urban journey is not limited
to an election cycle. It must plan for a
multi-generational process.




India discussing with
(-20 nations on SoP
to regulate crypto: FM

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday
said India was discussing
with the G-20 member
countries the need to deve-
lop a standard operating
protocol (SoP) for regulat-
Ing crypto assets.

Ms. Sitharaman said
crypto assets and web3
were relatively new and
evolving sectors, and re-
quired significant interna-
tional collaboration for any
specific legislation on
these sectors to be fully
effective.

The FM said crypto min-
ing, assets or transactions
were completely driven by
technology and a standa-
lone country’s effort in
controlling and regulating
it was not going to be
effective.

“In the G20, we are rais-
ing it and having detailed
discussions with members
so that a standard operat-
ing protocol emerges
which results in a cohe-
rent, comprehensive ap-
proach where all countries
work together in bringing
some regulation,” the Mi-
nister said during Question
Hour in the Lok Sabha.




Top court upholds
constitution of J&K
delimitation panel

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday dismissed a chal-
lenge to the constitution of
the Jammu and Kashmir
Delimitation Commission
to readjust constituencies
in the new Union Territory.

“Articles 2 and 3 of the
Constitution enable the
Parliament to create new
States and Union territo-
ries. Accordingly, the two
new Union territories have
been created. The J&K Re-
organisation Act which
created the two new Union
territories assigns the role
of readjustment of consti-
tuencies to the Delimita-
tion Commission under
the Delimitation Act,
2002... a law made under
Article 3 can always pro-
vide for readjustment of
the Constituencies in the
newly constituted States or
Union territories through
the Delimitation Commis-
sion. Hence, we hold that

L o '1-
¥

The court said the plea did not
challenge the constitutional
validity of the Commission.

there is no illegality asso-
ciated with the establish-
ment of the Delimitation
Commission under the or-
der of March 6, 2020,” a
Bench of Justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul and A.S. Oka
held.

The petition was filed by
Srinagar residents, Haji Ab-
dul Gani Khan and Dr. Mo-
hammad Ayub Mattoo.

CONTINUVED ON
» PAGE 10
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SC upholds formation of
J&K delimitation panel

Represented by senior advocate Ravi Shankar
Jandhyala and advocates Sriram Parakkat and
M.S. Vishnu Shankar, the petition was limited to a
challenge of the notification issued by the Union
government in March 2020 establishing the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Delimitation Commission and a
second one in March 2021 extending its term for
the purpose of conducting delimitation only for
Jammu and Kashmir. “Once the Delimitation
Commission was established, there is nothing
wrong if the Central government extended the pe-
riod of appointment of the Chairperson till the
task of delimitation/readjustment was complet-
ed,” Justice Oka concluded.

Justice Oka had said the notifications drew their
power specifically from Section 62(2) of the 2019
Act. Section 62(2) provided for the readjustment
of constituencies to be carried out by the Delimi-
tation Commission.

The court guestioned why the petitioners,
without challenging the source of the govern-
ment’s notifications — that is Section 62(2), had
confined their challenge solely to the
notifications.




‘Worried’ about pending transfers,
SC says a ‘lot more’ needs to be done

Court had in the past wondered how some collegium recommendations were cleared ‘overnight, while others took ages; in

the hearing held on February 3, it put the government on a 10-day ultimatum to clear pending transfers in High Courts

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he government’s
T delay in clearing
certain  pending

transfers, including that of
Orissa High Court Chief
Justice S. Muralidhar to Ma-
dras and the reiterated col-
legium recommendation
of senior advocate Saurabh
Kirpal for appointment as
a Delhi High Court judge,
saw a “worried” Supreme
Court observe that a “lot
more” is needed to be
done, though “some deve-
lopments” have happened
since the last hearing on
February 3.

“Some developments
have happened, but a lot
more is needed to be
done,” a three-judge
Bench, led by Justice San-
jay Kishan Kaul, orally said.

Justice Kaul was accom-
panied by Justices Manoj
Misra and Aravind Kumar,
two new appointments to
the Supreme Court. Justice

Misra was among a batch
of five judges whose ap-
pointments were cleared
on February 4, after a wait
of nearly two months since
the collegium recommend-
ed their names for top
court judgeships on De-
cember 13 last year.

Justices Kumar and Jus-
tice Rajesh Bindal took
oath as top court judges on
Monday, about two weeks
after the collegium recom-
mended their names on Ja-
nuary 31. The court had in
the past wondered how
some names were cleared
“overnight” while others
took ages.

The delay in

transfers not

only affects the
administration of justice
but creates an
impression as if there
are third party sources

= interfering

SUPREME COURT

“This cannot go on end-
lessly. At some point, My
Lords have to crack the
whip,” advocate Prashant
Bhushan submitted.

Long delay
A note submitted by senior
advocate Arvind Datar and
Amit Pai features Justice
Muralidhar’s name as first
in a list of nine High Court
judges recommended by
the collegium for transfer
to other High Courts in
September-November last
year.

They said the regular
Chief Justiceship in Madras
High Court has been va-

cant since September 12
last year.

In fact, the collegium
had recommended the
transfer of Justice T. Raja,
the current Acting Chief
Justice of the High Court,
to Rajasthan on November
24, 2022, Justice Raja is
scheduled to retire on May
24, 2023.

The collegium had pro-
posed Justice Muralidhar’s
transfer on September 28,
2022,

He is scheduled to retire
on August 7, 2023.

Mr. Datar urged the top
court to lay down a time-
line for the government to
notify a transfer in the in-
terest of the administration
of justice.

In fact, Law Minister Ki-
ren Rijiju flagged the issue
of a lack of a timeline in the
Memorandum of Proce-
dure for judicial transfers
in the Lok Sabha on Febru-
ary 10.

The Supreme Court, in
the previous hearing on

February 3, put the govern-
ment on a 10-day ultima-
tum to clear pending
transfers in High Courts.
Attorney-General R.
Venkataramani on Febru-
ary 3 sought more time. He

did not appear on Monday.
His office sought an
adjournment.

In a January 6 hearing,
the court had said delay in
transfers “not only affects
the administration of jus-
tice but creates an impres-
sion as if there are third
party sources interfering
on behalf of these judges
with the government”.

Another list in the note
submitted by Mr. Datar and
Mr. Pai shows 13 pending
reiterated recommenda-
tions for appointment to
the High Courts, including
that of Mr. Kirpal, who was
first recommended on No-
vember 11, 2021 and reiter-
ated again on January 18,
2023.

The Bench listed the
case again on March 2.



Honour of office
Those required to shun partisan politics
must not be made Governors
A dia and a former Indian Army comman-

der are among the new Governors of
States appointed by the Centre on Sunday. The
Governors of several States and the Lieutenant-
Governor of a Union Territory were also shuffled.
In recent years, Governors have sought to play a
political role in States such as Jharkhand, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal, creating a train of
controversies. For good reasons, the roles of the
military and the judiciary too are topics of inter-
est, particularly with regard to their relationship
with the political executive. The executive go-
vernment’s eagerness to control judicial appoint-
ments, besides the debate on the collegium sys-
tem of judges appointing judges, is evident. It has
selectively delayed and accelerated appoint-
ments recommended by the collegium, effective-
ly exercising powers that it does not have in ap-
pointing judges. The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has also faced charges of using the armed forces
to further its political narratives. Earlier too, re-
tired police and intelligence officers went on to
occupy Raj Bhavans, but it was the appointment
of a retired Chief Justice of India (CJI) as a Gover-
nor in 2014 that created a new precedent. Anoth-
er retired CJI was nominated to the Rajya Sabha,
in 2020, raising eyebrows.

The institution of the Governor is a legacy of
the British imperial governance structure. The
legitimacy of a nominated Governor in a democ-
racy was the topic of a heated debate in the Con-
stituent Assembly, but it was carried on into the
new republic nevertheless. The Governor was to
act as a dynamic link between the Centre and the
State, but the makers of the Constitution were
clear that the posts must remain ornamental, ex-
cept in very narrowly defined situations in which
they were allowed discretion in decision-making.
Over the decades, the overreach of Governors
has become a serious question in Centre-State re-
lations and democracy in general. The domi-
nance of the BJP at the Centre since 2014 has ad-
ded fresh tensions with the States. The BJP has a
vision of national unity that causes anxiety
among regional interest groups.
The office of the Governor was to be embellished
by the personalities of those who would occupy
it. Opening it as a post-retirement possibility for
those who are required to stay aloof from parti-
san politics in their current roles, lowers the dig-
nity of the offices that they leave behind and what
they go on to occupy.

former judge of the Supreme Court of In-




Adani case: Centre has
no objection to SC panel

Govt., SEBI want to ‘suggest’ to the court the committee’s mandate and possible names in a sealed

cover to protect the market from any upsets; proposal to be submitted at hearing on Friday

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Union govern-
Tment and the Se-
curities and Ex-

change Board of India
(SEBI) on Monday said
they have no objection to
the Supreme Court consti-
tuting an expert comimnit-
tee to examine the existing
regulatory regime and fra-
meworks in the securities
market to protect investors
from share value melt-
downs such as the one
seen in the Adani Group,
triggered by the U.S.-based
short-seller Hindenburg
Research report.

However, the Centre
and the SEBI urged a three-
judge Bench led by Chief
Justice of India D.Y. Chan-
drachud to allow them to
“suggest” to the court the
committee’s mandate and

@

TUSHAR MEHTA,
Solicitor-General

the names of its members
in a sealed cover in order
to protect the market from
any upsets.

“We have no objections
in Your Lordships consti-
tuting a committee, but the
remit of the committee
would be very, very rele-
vant because any uninten-
tional message to interna-
tional and domestic
investors that even a regu-

The remit of the committee
would be very, very
relevant because any unintentional
message to international and
domestic investors that even a
regulatory or statutory authority
needs monitoring by a committee
appointed by the highest court of
the country may have some adverse
impact on the flow of money

latory or statutory authori-
ty needs monitoring by a
committee appointed by
the highest court of the
country may have some
adverse impact on the flow
of money... So, if you may
permit us to suggest the re-
mit of the committee along
with suggestions of the
possible names for the
committee in a sealed cov-
er... They will be people of

some calibre and stand-
ing,” Solicitor-General
Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre and the SE-
BI, assured the court.

Mr. Mehta explained
that it may not be “appro-
priate” to discuss the go-
vernment’s suggestions in
open court as they “may or
may not appeal to Your
Lordships”. He said “we
would not like to under-
mine the competence of
the agencies, including the
regulator and the regime
available”.

The court asked Mr.
Mehta to prepare a note on
the proposed mandate of
the committee and bring it
on Friday (February 17),
the next date of hearing.

CONTINUED ON
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Adani case: Centre has
no objection to SC panel

“So that we have something on paper to apply our
minds to. We will have a discussion and then pro-
nounce the order,” Chief Justice Chandrachud
responded.

A 22-page submission note shared by the SEBI,
also represented by advocate Pratap Venugopal,
in court said the market regulator was already en-
quiring into the allegations made in the Hinden-
burg report as well as the market activity imme-
diately preceding and post the publication of the
report to identify violations of SEBI Regulations.

The market regulator attempted to allay fears
by saying that the events concerning the Adani
Group following the Hindenburg report were “lo-
calised to a single group of companies and that
there is no significant impact at a market-wide le-
vel or at a system-wide level, that might warrant a
system-level review of the regulatory frameworks
in operation”. It said Indian markets had seen “far
higher turbulent times in the past, especially dur-
ing COVID”.




L]

Not a pipe dream
Functional tap water is a basic necessity
that must be provided to all households

! mong the marquee schemes that the go-

vernment hopes to showcase ahead of

the general election next year is the Jal
Jeevan Mission (JJM). The aim here is to provide
piped water to every rural household by 2024. In
the Budget address, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman apportioned ¥69,684 crore, a 27% in-
crease, from the 54,808 crore from the revised
estimates of financial year 2022. However, the
outlay reflects the extent of the work that re-
mains. Of the targeted 19.3 crore rural house-
holds, only 3.2 crore had piped water in August
2019. The JJM dashboard on the Jal Shakti Minis-
try website says that as of February 2023, over 11
crore households, or about 57% of the targeted,
now have tap water. While that is an impressive
jump in percentage points for three years, it will
be difficult with only 12 months to go to ensure
that the remaining 47% are connected. So far, on-
ly the States of Goa, Gujarat, Haryana and Telan-
gana have reported 100% coverage of eligible
households with piped water, with Punjab and
Himachal Pradesh nearly there at over 97%. Ex-
cluding these, only 10 other States or Union Terri-
tories have reported over 60% coverage. Large,
populous States such as Uttar Pradesh and Rajas-
than have reported only 30% coverage, and Mad-
hya Pradesh, around 47%.

A fully functional tap water connection is de-
fined as a household getting at least 55 litres of
potable water per capita per day all through the
year; however, local reports suggest that despite
having a tap connection, several village house-
holds revert to their local groundwater resources
as the quality of supplied tap water is inadequate.
Few independent assessments of the scheme ex-
ist. A sample survey of around 3,00,000 eligible
households that was commissioned by the Minis-
try of Water Resources to assess the functioning
of the scheme found only three-fourths of them
reported water seven days a week, and, on aver-
age, households were getting water for only three
hours a day. While over 90% of institutions such
as anganwadis and schools reported access to tap
water, several of them reported high levels of
chlorine as well as problems with bacterial con-
tamination. Moreover, the current numbers on
the adoption in households are based on self-re-
porting by villages and are not certified by a third
party. Some States such as Bihar have stated that
most of their connections were provided for un-
der State funds and not under the JJM. Function-
al, permanent tap water is a basic necessity and
rather than aim to reach just a numerical target,
the government should try to evaluate the extent
of quality, consistent adoption of tap water in ru-
ral India. While planned as a bottom-up scheme,
the Centre must ensure that States with the low-
est adoption and largest population be assisted
with improving numbers, rather than only facili-
tating States that are close to the finishing line.




Retail inflation
rises to 6.52%
In January, a
3-month high

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

India’s retail inflation shot
back up to 6.52% in Janu-
ary after a two-month
streak below the 6% mark,
with consumer food prices
hardening again to 5.94%
from 4.2% in December
2022 amid a broad-based
pick-up in price trends
across goods and services.

Rural inflation, which
has outstripped urban in-
flation in recent months,
firmed up from 6.05% in
December to 6.85% in Ja-
nuary, while urban con-
sumers faced retail price
rise of 6% in January, com-
pared to 54% in
December.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10




Retail inflation rises to
3-month high in Jan.

There were no base effects at play as January 2022
had recorded 6.01% retail inflation, the beginning
of a ten-month streak over the 6% upper tolerance
threshold set for the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
that included an eight-year high inflation of 7.8%
last April and culminated in October at 6.77%.

The higher than expected rebound in January’s
price rise may persist for a couple of more
months, economists reckoned, and may compel
the RBI to consider yet another rate hike at its next
monetary policy review. It had projected an aver-
age 5.7% pace of price rise for this quarter that
now looks difficult to attain unless there’s a signif-
icant mellowing down in prices over February
and March. Vegetables that had reported a 15.1%
fall in prices in December 2022, continued to be in
deflationary territory falling 11.7% in January
2023, but most other food items continued to wit-
ness spiralling prices.

Among the major States, Telangana recorded
the highest inflation in January at 8.6%, followed
by Andhra Pradesh (8.25%), Madhya Pradesh
(8.13%), Uttar Pradesh (7.45%) and Haryana
(7.05%).

“Inflation remains fairly generalised across
most categories as companies are still passing on
higher input costs to consumers and this will con-
tinue through this quarter,” said Madan Sabnavis,
chief economist at Bank of Baroda.

With core inflation (excluding food and energy
prices) staying sticky as highlighted by RBI gover-
nor Shaktikanta Das in this month’s monetary pol-
icy review, Mr. Sabnavis said inflation will likely re-
main elevated in the next two months too, though
the headline number may moderate.




General Studies Paper |

History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from

A ancient to modern times;
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
B events, personalities, issues;
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;
Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
= re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
F society
G | Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;
H | Effects of globalization on Indian society;
| | Role of women and women’s organization;
J | Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism
K | Salient features of world’s physical geography;
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
L bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;
M | Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
N subcontinent);
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
0 parts of the world (including India);
P | Population and associated issues;
Q | Urbanization, their problems and their remedies
General Studies Paper Il
A | India and its neighbourhood- relations;
B | Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C | Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India's
D interests.
E Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;
Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
G | federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
H Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges

and issues arising out of these;

Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;




J | Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
K Constitutional bodies;
L | Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;
M Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;
N | Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
0 models, successes, limitations, and potential;
P | Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;
Q | Issues relating to poverty and hunger,
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
R of these schemes;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
S and human resources;
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health
General Studies Paper Il
A Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
B growth;
C | Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;
D | Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;
E | Land reforms in India
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
F irrigation systems;
G | Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H | e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
I limitations, revamping;
Food processing and related industries in India — scope and significance, location, upstream and
J downstream requirements, supply chain management;
K | Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices
L | Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;
M | Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N | Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O | Issues relating to intellectual property rights
P | Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment
Q | Disaster and disaster management
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
R networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;
S | Money-laundering and its prevention;




Various forces and their mandate;

Security challenges and their management in border areas;

Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;
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Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

General Studies Paper IV

Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;

Dimensions of ethics;

Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.

Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;

Moral and political attitudes;
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Social influence and persuasion.

T

Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.

Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.

Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;

Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;

Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as

sources of ethical guidance;

Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

Corporate governance.

Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
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Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

n

Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

Case Studies on above issues.




